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Expected Energy Savings
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34%
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EXEMPLARY PERFORMANCE

The house also has its own high-efficiency controlled irrigation
system that evenly distributes water in the front and back yards.
The backyard contains a 200 square foot vegetable garden, which
includes fruit trees. The garden benefits from the irrigation
system and passive water collection to yield produce four to six
months out of the year. The indoor air quality is 10 times better
than the average home due to the ERV and high efficiency
furnace. The house is fully enclosed with open cell spray icynene
insulation, allowing better insulation and lower air leakage. The
interior contains almost no VOCs other than low-VOC drywall
glue and paint.

STRATEGIES AND RESULTS

The purpose of this project was to revitalize an abandoned
home in disrepair, and through environmentally-friendly
construction practices, to transform it into an energy-efficient
home. The design team followed LEED protocol for local labor
and materials, using renewable or sustainable products in
aiming for Gold LEED certification.

The result is a an efficient, practical, and affordable home that is
no longer an eyesore in an established neighborhood. This
home is the first of its kind in metro Detroit, setting an example
for others to invest in Green Homes and to restore existing
homes rather than build new.
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